
G-K Schools and Families Working Together to End Bullying 

In the past, it has been my privilege to present to parents and the community about various aspects of bullying and 

strategies to help students.  Here are some great resources and links.  Please feel free to contact me at any time to 

arrange a presentation, address concerns at school, or just talk about bullying and strategies for alleviation.   

 

Managed by the US Department of Health and Human Services, Stop Bullying.gov is the most comprehensive and re-

source rich one stop Website. http://www.stopbullying.gov/ 

 

Dorothy L. Espelage, Ph.D., Professor, Child Development Division; Educational Psychology, is one of the top nationally 

recognized researchers on this topic. Her work can found in many books, studies, and publications. This is a link to a 

set of slides outlining a presentation. http://gse.buffalo.edu/gsefiles/documents/alumni/

Sp10_Dorothy_Espelage_Presentation.pdf 

 

NIU is an excellent resource for local expertise led by Dr. Christine Malecki, Dr. Michelle Demaray and Dr. Greg 

Waas. Here is a link to their page - which also includes additional resources. http://www.niu.edu/cmalecki/PBSbully/

research.shtml 

 

Spelling Bee  

We thank the Lions Club for once again sponsoring the district Spelling Bee.  Grades 5-8 participated as three final-

ists from each grade level earned their way to the finals.  Congratulations to all our finalists and champion Bryanna 

Sonntag and runner up Alyssa Mostek who will go on to compete at the Regional Bee in March. Our alternate is Kiefer 

Tripp.  Our Spelling Bee coordinator is Ms. Fowler, 7th grade Language Arts teacher, also joined by Ms. Schumacher as 

judges.  Thanks to Mr. Butcher for serving as word caller. 

 

FROM  THE PRINCIPAL’S DESK—Mr. Lekkas  
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From the Assistant Principal 

The students are doing a terrific job of Being Respectful, Responsible, and Safe.  Please continue to help your 

student make sure they get to bed early and get plenty of sleep so they are ready to learn when they get to 

school.  We are also staying on track of meeting our goal of 80% of students ending the year with 0 or 1 de-

tention or referrals.  We are currently at 90% having 0 or 1 detentions or referrals. We are 4 percentage 

points higher than last year at the same time.  If we meet our goal of 80% we are going to have PBIS Day Re-

ward at the end of the year.  In the past we have had pizza and ice cream for the students if we have met our 

goal.  Please remind your student(s) to continue representing themselves in a manner that is Respectful, Re-

sponsible, and Safe.     

Until the weather gets warmer, please remind your students to wear hats, gloves, and coats to school when 

appropriate.  

 

Lions Club 

Please send in any plastic tops off water, milk, pop and juice.  Lions Club is collecting them to purchase a 

Park Bench. 

 

 

 

 

PBIS Tier 1 
 

Our theme for the school year, “You Can Get There From Here”, is still going strong and students are re-

ally working hard towards their goals. 

 

We had a guest speaker, Brad Hurtig, the beginning of January.  He came in to talk to students about over-

coming adversities and the idea that you can “Find a Way”.  The students did great and his message was a 

strong one to follow your dreams and do whatever you can to achieve your goals.     

 

Cool tools for expected behaviors continue to be taught weekly in Study Hall classes and reinforced the 

following week in classes.  Students have really been doing a nice job with these, and our growth as a 

school shows! 

 

Students of the Week continue to be chosen weekly and Quarter 2 COGS of the QUARTER have been 

chosen.  Look for those yard signs in town to recognize those students! Congratulations to those students-
you should be proud of your accomplishments.   

 

Five students joined our PBIS Tier 1 team in December.  They are helping to bridge the gap with our stu-

dents so that their voices and ideas can be heard for ways to change and improve positive behaviors here 

at GKMS.  Again, thank you for your continued support!  #gkcogs.   



Spring Book Fair - Feb. 26 - 28 
 

 

We are excited to announce that we will be holding our Spring book fair from February 26 to 28.   

Reading is an important part of learning and studies show that children who choose their own books are 

more likely to read.  The book fair is the perfect opportunity for them to find books they will love. 

 

If you prefer to help your student choose books, you can also shop our online fair from Feb. 16 until March 

8 at scholastic.com/fair.   

 

Purchases from the book fair or online fair benefit our school.  Thanks for your support. 

 

Drama 

SAVE THE DATE! DRAMA HAS STARTED! Night at the Wax Museum performances will be April 6 & 7 at 

7:00 pm both evenings. 

 

From the 6th Grade Team 

Reading and Language Arts 
 

Happy 2018! This quarter will bring many challenges for the students as we lift the bar, but we feel confi-

dent that they will meet the challenges and exceed. In Language Arts we will be focusing on writing persua-

sive essays and debating using the correct processes. Our first topic is, “If you found $100.00 on the ground 

in front of school, should you keep it?”  We will also be generating an expository essay (informative). The 

students will be able to choose their topic to research. 

 
We will continue to review the proper use of pronouns with a focus on who and whom.  Pronouns has 

been quite an involved unit, so we will keep working on it.  In addition, we will continue using proper capi-

talization and punctuation marks, especially with dialogue. 

 

In Reading we are focusing on short fiction and nonfiction materials.  With fiction, the focus is on inferenc-

ing and explaining the inference with their background knowledge. We will be reading “paired passages” - 

two texts on a similar topic - to find similarities and common themes.  With the nonfiction texts, our focus 

is identifying the main idea, determining the supporting details, and generating inferences to help us better 

understand cause and effects. 

 

For February’s book report, the students will be reading about a specific person for their biography book 

report. We know the students will look forward to choosing a person to research who they are interested 

in! We have enjoyed seeing the students’ work on the book reports improve over time. 

 

Science 

We finished up our study of weather and climate and now are investigating the history of the Earth and 

plate tectonics.  



From the 7th Grade Team 

Science 
 

To go along with the Next Generation Science Standards, everything we do in class is to help give students 

the knowledge they need to answer essential questions.  In January, we have been working on our main he-

redity unit with students answering the question, “How are traits passed from one generation to the next, 

and how can you predict the traits of the next generation.”  This has been a very informative unit for many 

students since they are getting answers to a lot of questions they have such as “why do both my parents 

have brown hair but I have blond?”   

 

As we move into February, we will be looking at DNA in more detail.  We will be learning about its struc-

ture, how it codes for protein, and how very small changes in base sequences can have huge impacts on a 

given organism. 

 

Reading 

In 7th grade reading classes, we just finished up our poet research projects and presentations and are moving 
into a Black History Month project.  In this project, each student will examine the lives, accomplishments, 

and contributions to society of at least five influential African Americans using a visual/written product of 

choice. The product choices will be Scrapbook/Poster/Adobe Spark/Google Slideshow/Brochure that con-

tains five prominent African Americans.  It will be very interesting choosing five influential people and discov-

ering new, interesting facts about their lives and how they helped influence society.   Our next essay will be a 

narrative with the theme of breaking barriers.  This essay is a chance for all students to share their personal 

stories and show how they use Jackie Robinson's values to face and break down their own barriers. During 

this unit, we will be focusing the on each of the 6 traits of writing: organization, voice, word choice, ideas, 

sentence fluency, and presentation.   

 



From the 8th Grade Team 

Reading 
 

            Well, after coming back from break, students have been especially busy in Reading class.  Students 

studied in depth and analyzed multiple speeches by Martin Luther King Jr.  We also worked with a musical 

piece that brought his ideas into the limelight and critically looked at how adding music and video can adapt 

our way of thinking and how history is viewed. 

Students will now be studying immigrants and immigration by working with famous poems and nonfic-

tion dealing with that topic.  We will look at Ellis Island and students will be put into simulations to see what 

it was like for immigrants back then.  We will also look at some famous fiction short stories that deal with 

immigration and coming to a new land.  Looking at ideas from a new perspective is our focus in this unit and 
it should be enjoyable for all students.   

            Students will continue to have goal centered sheets weekly, known as the red folder sheets, and 

Newsela weekly.  Newsela now is accompanied with an in depth summary worksheet that needs to be fin-

ished instead of the quiz.  Any questions, never hesitate to email me at cstoll@gkschools.org.  As always, 

thank you for your ongoing support!   

Science 

Currently in 8th grade science we are beginning our unit on Work, Power, and Simple Machines.  We 
will learn how Work, Power and Force are related.  We will learn about the types of simple machines and how 
they make our work easier.  Students will also gain a basic understanding of how the mechanical advantage of 
a machine allows us to change the force and speed with which we are able to accomplish our work.   

In the coming weeks we will be investigating electricity and magnetism.  We will discover where elec-
tricity comes from, how it is produced and how we use it.  Likewise, magnetism will be investigated to find its 
connection to electricity.  Students will understand electromagnetic induction and how it makes electric motors 
possible. 

I would also like to encourage all parents to ask their students about the things we are doing in school, 
to keep checking assignment books and grades on Powerschool.  As you know middle school students are not 
fully independent and need support from home studying for tests, completing projects and finding purpose in 
the lessons they are taught. 

 

Thank you for your support and your fantastic kids! 
 

 

Language Arts 

We will be utilizing a workshop model for the month of February.  Students will be writing a tribute and a 

persuasive essay related to the theme of "hope."  Students also have the option to write either a reverse po-

em or a letter addressing either a school or social issue.  We hope to send these letters for students to 

write to a real-world audience. 

 

Social Studies 

We are currently studying the Civil War and, in doing so, continuing to practice critical thinking skills and 

various inquiry methods. Students have been actively analyzing what life was like for the typical soldier 

through an examination of primary sources such as photographs and personal letters.  

mailto:cstoll@gkschools.org


From the 8th Grade Cont…….. 

Math 

Course 3 

We are in the middle of the most difficult content in 8th grade math.  We are moving on to more computation 
heavy concepts such as graphing functions by completing a function table and using the Pythagorean Theorem 
to determine side length of triangles.  The calculator will quickly become a tool to help students do better with 
these topics.  I no longer have any calculators to lend in class as they have all been taken without being re-
placed! So please make sure you bring yours to class!  As the quarter progresses we will move on to more geo-
metric concepts like translations, rotations, reflections, and dilations. 
 

Algebra 

The more intense math is peering around the corner as we start 3rd quarter.  We just finished solving systems 
of simultaneous equations and are headed into the dangerous world of exponents and solving quadratics and 
the quadratic formula.  The next two chapters will really push the student’s comprehension of algebra con-
cepts. 
 

Geometry 

Now that logic and proof writing has come and gone, we are going to branch into concepts that students do not 

have any background information on, such as:  Trigonometric ratios and functions, translations, and circles 

characteristics.  The circle unit is a difficult one, so now is the time to get those good grades into the 

gradebook! 



STEM 

In the second semester of STEM Concepts students will be having me as their Encore teacher for the second 

time this year. All students in 6th and 7th grades will be assessed in their ability to meet the keyboarding 

standard as described in Common Core to: “demonstrate sufficient command of keyboarding skills to type a 

minimum of three pages in a single sitting.” All of my current 6th and 7th grade classes have an account in Typ-

ing Club to practice their keyboarding which can be accessed at https://gkschools.typingclub.com. Students 

who are not able to meet the standard will be given daily and weekly practice in class. But all students are 

encouraged to practice on their own time as well. 

In 6th grade students will first be learning the fundamentals of coding using the lessons found at https://

code.org. We will learn how to program animations using Scratch found at (https://scratch.mit.edu. Then we 

will create a model to describe the role of gravity in the motions within galaxies and the solar system using 

Scratch.  

7th grade students will be building upon the Engineering and Design lessons from first semester. We are solv-

ing an engineering design problem to create a puzzle out of excess 3/4" wooden cubes.  And they are to de-

sign a therapeutic toy for a child with cerebral palsy. Working individually and in groups, they will be plan-

ning, drawing and designing on the computer their ideas. Every student should be taking home a puzzle cube 

that they designed and assembled themselves. 

8th grade students will be using the Engineering Design Process to develop a tool or system to solve a prob-

lem. Then we will be learning how to program VEX Robotics using Robot C (a form of the C programming 

language). Then we will apply the Engineering Design Process with VEX Robotics and C programming to 

make automated machines and robots to solve problems. 

We have a lot of learning to do in just 6 weeks! 

 

From the front office 

If you have gotten a new phone number or have moved please call the school to let us know.  It is important 

to keep our files updated in case of emergency. 

https://gkschools.typingclub.com
https://code.org
https://code.org
https://scratch.mit.edu
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8th Grade Girls Basketball Schedule 

 

 

7th Grade Girls Basketball Schedule 

02/01/2018 Thu vs. North Boone - A & B H 4:15 PM G K M S Main Gym L 16 - 20 

02/06/2018 Tue vs. Prairie Grove - A & B H 4:15 PM G K M S Main Gym - 

02/08/2018 Thu @ Marengo - A & B A 4:15 PM Marengo Ms - 

02/12/2018 Mon vs. Hampshire - A & B H 4:15 PM G K M S Main Gym - 

02/13/2018 Tue vs. Hiawatha - A & B H 4:15 PM G K M S Main Gym - 

02/14/2018 Wed @ Fox River Grove - A Only A 5:15 PM Fox River Grove Ms - 

02/17/2018 Sat 
@ Oregon Tournament - A 
Only 

A 9:00 AM Oregon Blackhawk Center - 

02/20/2018 Tue @ North Boone - A & B A 4:15 PM North Boone Ms - 

02/22/2018 Thu @ Harrison - A Only A 5:15 PM Harrison Ms - 

02/24/2018 Sat 
@ Oregon B-team Reserve 
Round Robin - B Only 

A 9:00 AM Oregon Blackhawk Center - 

02/26/2018 Mon 
vs. MNC Conference Tour-
nament 

H TBA G K M S Main Gym - 

02/27/2018 Tue 
vs. MNC Conference Tour-
nament 

H TBA G K M S Main Gym - 

03/01/2018 Thu 
vs. MNC Conference Tour-
nament 

H TBA G K M S Main Gym  

02/06/2018 Tue @ Prairie Grove - A & B A 4:15 PM Prairie Grove Ms W 37 - 5 

02/08/2018 Thu vs. Marengo - A & B H 4:15 PM G K M S Main Gym W 34 - 10 

02/12/2018 Mon @ Hampshire - A & B A 4:15 PM Hampshire Ms - 

02/13/2018 Tue @ Hiawatha - A & B A 4:15 PM Hiawatha Hs/ms - 

02/14/2018 Wed @ Fox River Grove - A Only A 4:15 PM Fox River Grove - 

02/17/2018 Sat 
@ Oregon Tournament - A 
Only 

A 9:00 AM Oregon Blackhawk Center - 

02/20/2018 Tue vs. North Boone - A & B H 4:15 PM G K M S Main Gym - 

02/22/2018 Thu @ Harrison - A Only A 4:15 PM Harrison - 

02/24/2018 Sat 
@ Oregon B-team Reserve 
Round Robin - B Only 

A 9:00 AM Oregon Blackhawk Center - 

02/26/2018 Mon 
vs. MNC Conference Tourna-
ment 

H TBA G K M S Auxiliary Gym - 

02/27/2018 Tue 
vs. MNC Conference Tourna-
ment 

H TBA G K M S Auxiliary Gym - 

03/01/2018 Thu 
vs. MNC Conference Tourna-
ment 

H TBA G K M S Main Gym - 
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Wrestling Schedule 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Important Dates: 

2/8:  Early Release 11:30-Parent/Teacher Conference 

2/8:  Progress Reports are ready to be viewed on line 

2/9:  Early Release 11:30 

2/19:  No School President’s Day 

2/22:  7th & 8th Grade Band @ HS 7:00 

 

 

02/01/2018 Thu @ Stillman Valley, Oregon A 4:00 PM Meridian Jh, Stillman - 

02/05/2018 Mon vs. Creekside, Polo H 4:30 PM G K M S Auxiliary Gym - 

02/07/2018 Wed @ Hampshire, Dundee A 4:15 PM Hampshire Ms - 

02/14/2018 Wed @ Byron, Winnebago A 4:00 PM Byron Ms - 

02/17/2018 Sat 
@ Alden-hebron Tournament - 

8:00 Weigh-in 
A 9:30 AM Alden-hebron High School - 

02/19/2018 Mon 
@ Lutheran Tournament - 8:00 

Weigh-in 
A 9:30 AM Rockford Lutheran Hs/ms - 

02/24/2018 Sat 
@ IESA Regionals - 7:00 Weigh

-in 
A 9:00 AM Huntley Middle School DeKalb - 

03/03/2018 Sat @ IESA Sectionals A TBA Huntley Middle School Dekalb - 

03/09/2018 Fri @ IESA State A TBA NIU Convocation Center - 

03/10/2018 Sat @ IESA State A TBA NIU Convocation Center - 
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